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What Is A Museum? 

hildren have never been to a 
 or do not understand the 
 of museums. Ask your students 
nstorm what they know about 
s: 

hat do they expect to find at 
he museum?  
hat do they think of when they 

ear “natural history museum?” 
ho visits museums and why? 
re museums important? Why or 
hy not? 
hat are the advantages of 

earning from real objects as 
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RESOURCES
 
Museums In Motion by Edward P. Alexander
 
 

 

A museum is a place that collects, cares for, and displays
objects of lasting interest or value.   
 

The CU Museum 
With more than four million artifacts and specimens, the CU
Museum houses one of the most extensive and respected
natural history collections in the Rocky Mountain and Plains
region, making it one of the top university natural science
museums in the country. The CU Museum’s collections
represent the disciplines of Anthropology, Botany,
Entomology, Paleontology, and Zoology and are exhibited
in four main halls and in the hands-on, interactive Discovery
Corner. 
 
What do your students collect and how do they care for their
collection? Why is their collection special or unique? 
Museums: Places of Learning by George E. 
Hein & Mary Alexander 
How to Visit a Museum by David Finn
Also visit the Smithsonian 
Institution website for teachers: 
“Teachers: Resources for Educators” 
http://www.si.edu/



 
 

Three Cultures of Master Weaving:  
Southwestern Textiles from the CU Museum Collection  

Exhibit Vocabulary List 
 

 
1. Museum 
 
2. Anthropology 

 
3. Warp 

 
4. Weft 

 
5. Manta 

 
6. Sarape 

 
7. Chief Blanket 

 
8. Vegetal dye 

 
9. Aniline dye 

 
10. Lazy Lines 

 
11. Moki pattern 

 
12. Saltillo system 

 


